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President’s Report 

If you are wondering why you are no longer seeing 

“Walking with Mo” columns in the newsletter, it’s 

because “Mo”, a.k.a. Fred Sweeney, stepped down as 

President last year. Fred provided outstanding leader-

ship and direction for 4 years and guided the Associa-

tion through several important issues. Fortunately, Fred 

continues on the Board as an active member. 

Officers for 2018 include Steve Forsell and Rod Hers-

berger as Co-Presidents. Rod is also Secretary. Joan 

Livingston, our long-time Treasurer, will retire from the 

Board at the end of the year. Joan has given outstand-

ing leadership and support since the UEA’s inception. 

With her legal background, Joan was able to resolve the 

Association’s tax-exempt status with the State Franchise 

Tax Board. 

Other Board members include Lisa Burns (member-

ship), Greg Brown (newsletters), Kathryn Hinsch 

(Neighborhood Watch), Jerry Jacobs, and Robert 

Mislang. Dan Fishbein recently expressed interest in 

joining the Board to take responsibility for database 

management. 

During the year, the Board voted to continue the Asso-

ciation’s membership in the Mission Heritage Trail 

Association. 

The Neighborhood Watch program continues to add 

block captains. There is a successful “Map Your Neigh-

borhood” pilot project that provides further support for 

disaster preparedness. After the recent fires and the 

debris flow disaster in Montecito in January, we all 

need to be vigilant in preparing ourselves for events 

that can adversely affect our health and safety. 

The UEA Board continues to monitor State legislation 

imposing Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), require-

ments on cities with limited local control or discretion, 

and without a local design review process.  

The Board sent letters about amplified noise from Earl 

Warren Showground, but we’ve received no response 

from their Board. 

In April, Councilwoman Kristen Sneddon met with the 

Board to discuss areas of common interest. Later in the 

summer she also participated in a Mission Heritage 

Trail/Safe Passage walk-about lead by Fred Sweeney. 

The Board continues to support safe passage, including 

a pedestrian bridge on the west side of lower Mission 

Canyon Road at Mission Creek. 

Santa Barbara architect Emeritus, Bill Mahan met with 

the Board to discuss Historic Landmark status for the 

Upper East neighborhood. The Board followed-up with 

a review of what other cities have done, but no position 

will be taken without first surveying the membership.  

The Board voted to raise annual membership dues to 

$25 to cover the additional expense of Directors and 

Officers insurance to protect the Association and its 

Board members. Finally, the Board decided not to re-

new the UEA’s membership in the Allied Neighbor-

hood Association because of our policy of surveying 

membership prior to adopting a public position to be 

presented at City Hall.   

Steve Forsell 

Rod Hersberger 

Co-Presidents 

Reef and the Upper East 

Greetings UEA members and prospective members! 

Robert Mislang here, Board President of the Roosevelt 

Elementary Educational Foundation (REEF), the parent 

teacher organization for Roosevelt School. I am happy to 

announce that school is in full swing and REEF has al-

ready had two board meetings. So far, this has been an 

exciting year for me, as my second child, Danika, is now 

in 6th grade. Her last year at Roosevelt!   

The school has many important events coming up and 

information can be found on our website 

at https://roosevelt.sbunified.org/. I suggest checking 

out the website and calendar of events, so you can antic-

ipate when traffic will increase near the school.   

In addition, we have many school fundraisers that you 

may want to support, such as the Annual “Rose Run” 

jog-a-thon and our Annual Fund campaign. The funds 

go to support Curriculum Specialists and many other 

causes to improve Roosevelt School and its mission to 

educate our children. 

In speaking with many parents at Roosevelt, I learned a 

couple of things that I would like to address here. First, 

the Upper East Association (UEA) is not very well 

known to our families. Second, there is a misperception 

that you have to be a homeowner to join the UEA. To 

address these two items, the UEA does exist and it is 

thriving! Check out the website and the archived news-

letter section to get an idea of what the UEA has accom-

plished. Next, as long as you live within the UEA 

boundary and you pay your annual dues, you are eligi-

ble for membership in the UEA. I encourage many of our 

new families from Roosevelt School to join the UEA. It’s 

a great way to meet people and help improve the neigh-

borhood in which we live. Our children and community 

are worth it. 

Best regards, 

Robert Mislang 

Vice President | Regional Banking Manager | Bank Se-

curity Officer 

News from Old Mission Santa Barbara 

Ambassadors needed! Do you have two hours to give, 

three times per month, so tourists from all over the 

world can see what’s behind the Mission’s beautiful 

chapel doors? If so become an Old Mission Ambassa-

dor. Orientation takes only 30 minutes. Contact the 

Porter’s Office at (805) 682-4713 or send an inquiry to 

museumtours@oldsbmission.org.  

Free Day at the Mission December 1st! Celebrate the 

Feast Day of Saint Barbara as Mission doors open to 

the community, Saturday, December 1st from 9am to 

5pm. Come see new museum exhibits. 

Visit Santa Barbara’s Secret Garden Any Wednesday 

9 to Noon! Located by way of the lower parking lot of 

the Old Mission, follow the Stations of the Cross to 

visit Santa Barbara historic La Huerta, an orchard-

garden history-scape. Garden volunteers gather every 

Wednesday morning from 9am to Noon. Open to pub-

lic. 

Winter Pruning Clinic/Workshop at La Huerta His-

toric Gardens on Saturday, December 8th. Contact 

Ken Falstrom at kefsb@aol.com for information. 
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Mission Heritage Trail Association 

(Safe Passage) Traffic Study 

In 2016, Concerned Citizens for a Safe Passage (now 

formally known as the Mission Heritage Trail Associa-

tion) hired local transportation experts at Associated 

Transportation Engineers (ATE), to study the volume 

of pedestrians and bicycles using the Los 

Olivos/Mission Canyon Road corridor from Laguna 

Street to Las Encinas Road. Safe Passage, as a group, 

formed in 2011 to address what its members perceived 

as dangerous conditions for the many schoolchildren, 

tourists, commuters, and residents needing either to 

traverse the corridor or to gain access to its historic 

and cultural riches. The organization raised the funds 

for a traffic study, in order to obtain actual data about 

non-motorized vehicle use through the corridor.  

To acquire these data, ATE set up its equipment once 

on a “normal” weekday and once on a “normal” week-

end day in May and June of 2016. In addition, ATE 

counted movement on a special event day, the Satur-

day of the I Madonnari festival at the old Mission. 

ATE’s findings showed that on a “normal” weekday, 

more than 800 pedestrians crossed Mission Canyon 

Road at Laguna, more than 400 crossed Alameda Padre 

Sierra, more than 200 crossed Mountain Drive, and up 

to 30 used the west side of the bridge over Mission 

Creek, where there is no pedestrian walkway. About 

200 bicycles use the corridor on a “normal” day.  

As high as these numbers are, they rose dramatically 

during the special event day. More than 10,000 pedes-

trians walked to the Mission, including up to 2,000 who 

crossed the Mission Creek bridge. The number of bicy-

cles rose to 300. ATE principal, Scott Schell, summa-

rized these findings in a March, 2017 report in which he 

concluded, “These volumes indicate that the area is 

well utilized by pedestrians during both normal and 

peak event days, and that additional pedestrian facili-

ties within the Corridor are warranted based on the 

policies and goals contained in the City of Santa Barba-

ra’s Pedestrian Master Plan…” He derived a similar 

conclusion about additional bicycle facilities.  

The Safe Passage organization is continuing to wel-

come members keen to assist the City in developing 

new pedestrian and bicycle facilities in a manner that 

will enhance the area’s beauty and culture. 

Upper East Associations 

Neighborhood Emergency 

Preparedness Program 

Most of us are aware of personal disaster prepared-

ness such as having at least a 3-day supply of water, 

food, flashlights, radio, batteries, medications, etc.  

Just as importantly, we may not be able to count on 

the fire, police, medical personnel, or utility workers 

to help us. Emergency communication (9-1-1) can be 

overwhelmed, roads blocked, cell towers damaged, 

and power lines down. In the hours or days after a 

disaster, we may need to become our own first re-

sponders. 

We need to be organized as a neighborhood and learn 

how to care for each other before the next disaster 

strikes. As Sarah Anderson, an Associate Professor of 

Environmental Politics in UCSB’s Bren School of Envi-

ronmental Science & Management noted,  

“While planning for disasters is crucial, most people 

give it short shrift. People still aren’t sure what to do 

in case of disaster. Until you experience it, you tend 

not to be motivated; you tend not to have a plan.” 

(edhat, 10/06/18.) 
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Become a Member for 2019 

It’s time to renew your membership in the Upper East 

Association (UEA) for 2019, or to join if you’re not yet a 

member. Annual dues for next year are $25 payable to 

the Upper East Association. This covers all persons in 

the household. You may pay by check using the enclosed 

envelope, or credit card on the sbuppereast.org website 

using PayPal on our Membership page. See the instruc-

tions inside the envelope provided on both options. 

If you live or own property in the Upper East, you know 

what a lovely and historic neighborhood it is. The Asso-

ciation’s goal is to keep it that way. The UEA serves three 

key roles: 

• To monitor local government initiatives affecting

the Upper East and keep our members informed;

• To share the Upper East perspective with local gov-

ernment officials;

• To promote activities that beautify the neighbor-

hood and enhance the quality of life for our resi-

dents.

We send out electronic newsletters quarterly and alerts 

or surveys, as needed, about city issues, upcoming 

events and neighborhood news. We invite members to 

let us know about quality-of-life issues, and strive to 

provide helpful information to address them.  

We maintain the sbuppereast.org website where infor-

mation about the organization, past newsletters, and 

information on membership and governance can be 

found. We provide opportunities to interact with other 

neighborhood associations about mutual interests, and 

we help disseminate information on local resources. As a 

member, you are invited to our annual meeting, where 

you can mingle with neighbors in a relaxed atmosphere 

with appetizers & wine, while hearing a presentation 

from a highly qualified speaker. Finally, each fall we 

distribute our printed newsletter to every property in the 

neighborhood. 

One of Santa Barbara’s oldest neighborhood associations, 

the Upper East celebrates ten active years, having recent-

ly obtained corporate status with the State of California 

& “D&O” insurance for Board members. The UEA now 

exceeds 250 member-households, or an estimated one-

third of the properties in our area. With city council 

elections now held by district, being heard is more im-

portant than ever. If you’re currently a member, we hope 

you’ll rejoin for 2019. If you’re not yet a member, please 

join us because together our voices make a difference. 

Upper East Association 

PO Box 30696 

Santa Barbara, CA 93130-0696 

Dan Fishbein, MD 

Dan Fishbein is a physician 

specializing in infectious 

diseases, public health and 

epidemiology. He graduated 

from UCSB in 1973 and re-

turned to Santa Barbara with 

his wife, Cynthie TinOo, after 

retiring from the United 

States Public Health Ser-

vice/Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention in 2010. He and his wife have gra-

ciously offered to assist the Upper East Association with 

information-technology related projects such as the web-

site and databases of residents, members, and partici-

pants in Map Your Neighborhood.  

Annual Meeting 

The Upper East Association annual all-members’ meet-

ing will be held on Saturday afternoon November 3, 2018 

from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Center of 

the First Presbyterian Church, located at 21 E. Constance 

Avenue. If you received a beautiful RSVP postcard from 

the Upper East Association, you’re a paid member. If 

not, become a new 2019 member and join us. Refresh-

ments and good conversation will be provided. Our 

featured speaker will be 4th District City Council repre-

sentative Kristen Sneddon. 

If you would like to learn more about the nine steps to 

do immediately following a disaster and how you can 

become involved in UEA’s preparation to assist each 

other as a neighborhood, please email Kathryn Hinsch 

at khinsch@mazama.net, or Dr. Daniel B. Fishbein at 

dbf1dbf1@gmail.com, or look for our booth at the 

November 3rd, UEA annual meeting. 


